ATTACKS ON
DEMOCRATIC JUDGES

KEY FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
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Judges must follow the law

* All defendants in Texas are legally
guaranteed bail unless the prosecutors
present evidence in 2 hearing that it
should be denled

Judges can't campaign on

their courtroom decisions

* Ethics rules (Canon 7A in Texas) prohibit
judges from discussing active cases

or using judicial decisions in political
messaging

Stop Houston Murder PAC
Is propped up by big donors

* They're aiming to unseat judicial
Democrats and influence the courts—
not improve public safety

Democratic judges pursue
safety and reforms

* They've expanded mental health courts
and youth courts, and cut down large dockets.



KEY FACTS ABOUT DEMOCRATIC JUDGES' ROLE & LIMITS

Judges must follow the law

All defengants in Texss are legaily guaranieed dall uniess the prasecutons prasent avidenco 1 a
hesring hal it $hould be denled, This has baen wiitten by the Texas Legisiature, controled by Ihe
Regublican party for the 1as! 30 years

Judgos can't campaign on thelir courtroom daecisions
Ethica rules (Cenon 7A In Texas) prohibi judges from discussing active o3505 or using Judicisi
decigions in poliical messaging (Ixoourts.gov)

WHAT STOP HOUSTON MURDER PAC IS SAYING

Thoy daim “soft-on-crime® judges are alting dangerdus alfencerns go, causing murders
They say orime spised after Domocrats took ovor n 2018

Their wobstte assoris that Houston wae safe bafore 2018, then homicide surged aftar
Domocratic Jsdges 100k control {stophoustionmurdors.com)

They allegs deep funding by "Big manoy fiema® to Influence couns—not ganuine ssiety
concems (houstonchronitie.com)

COUNTERPOINTS FOR THE PUBLIC

Ciaim by PAC Reality Check

“Judges relaase Tezss law requires bail hearings not sutomate

viclant crminals” reloase. Jukdges must foliow thet stondard

“Crime sosrad aftar Viclent crime rands follow national pattemns In 2024,

Democrats ook over” homicides dropped ~13%, violent crime dropped
“10% compared to 2021

‘PAC funded by corporate Stop Houston Murdars it dacked by large donors almang

Interests, not ealety” 1© unsaat jJudicial Demncrats S0 e corporaie donors
are not held sccountable 10 the public— thay arm nol
graceroots sufety advocates

“Judges are 30t on come” Domocratic judges have imposed higher ball cn wvigigni

fulonica thun many Repubdlican judges. while satting fair
borxis for low-level GAses. They've aiso axpandsad

mantsl Healh courts, youth courts, and signficantly cut
dowmn case backiogs

WHY THIS MATTERS TO YOU
Judicial independencs safeguards your rights

Theae judgos are on casential check in keuping he systom (sir—a Judge romoved under political
pressuns couid compromiss fairmess and due process.

Public safoty and Justice are not mutuaily axciusive
Democratic judges pursue both—pubiic safaty through appropriats bail, and reforming systems
{menial health, young adulls }—railwe than random poilical scapegoating.

Focusa on policies, not personalities
If public safoly & the goal, sdvoobcy should push for gun laws, menial health resources, and falr
cominat justice-—aot polticiong judges who are following the nue of law.

FINAL POINTS

* Trust our syatem: Judges don't moke arbitrary decsions—they follow stete lew snd
constitutional himits on bad,

= Chockthe data: Crime Is rending down, nolup.

* Unmask the agenda: These altacks are poltically motvated, part of o big-money
effort 1o change the juditiary 10 republicen for thair monatary gaing,

« Support effective solutions: Invest In mental heaith courts, youth courls, and
targelad lagisiation—nol politicsl vendattas,
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